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Major Demographic Trends

Continued population growth, but slowing
In-migration from other regions (Stamford, New Ha-
ven, and New York City)
Increased and continued immigration from outside    
U. S. 
Aging population
Shortage of young workers
Shrinking households and families (empty nest / child-
less families)
Growing income disparities between wealthy and poor
Income growth not keeping pace with inflation
Growing incidence of poverty and working poor
Poverty growth outside Waterbury
Increasingly racial and ethnic diversity in regional pop-
ulation
Racial and ethnic isolation
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Geographic Area 1999

1989      
(in 1999 
Dollars)*

Percent 
Change

CNVR $49,855 $53,437 -6.7%
Waterbury $34,285 $41,193 -16.8%
Remainder of 
rRegion

$62,534 $63,190 -1.0%

    Beacon Falls $56,592 $58,882 -3.9%
    Bethlehem $68,542 $64,740 5.9%
    Cheshire $80,466 $78,588 2.4%
    Middlebury $70,469 $66,815 5.5%
    Naugatuck $51,247 $53,834 -4.8%
    Oxford $77,126 $73,458 5.0%
    Prospect $67,560 $65,373 3.3%
    Southbury $61,919 $63,862 -3.0%
    Thomaston $54,297 $55,114 -1.5%
    Watertown $59,420 $61,741 -3.8%
    Wolcott $61,376 $65,443 -6.2%
    Woodbury $68,322 $67,897 0.6%

*Adjusted using the Consumer Price Index 

Source:  U.S. Census Bureau, 2000 Census, US Bureau of Labor Statistics, 
and COGCNV Staff Analysis

Table 3.10 Median Household Income

the region’s population in 1999, up from 4.4% in 1989.  
Most of the region’s poverty is concentrated in Waterbury 
with 73.5% of the region’s poor and 67.5% of the region’s 
working poor living there in 1999.  Nevertheless, pov-
erty is a regional issue with growth in the number and 
percentage of CNVR residents living in poverty or near 
poverty being observed in all towns, except Bethlehem, 
Middlebury, Prospect, and Watertown between 1989 and 
1999.  In fact between 1989 and 1999 poverty rates grew 
faster outside of Waterbury as the relative percentage of 
regional poor living in Waterbury declined from 75.7% 
to 73.5%.  

Overall, growing income disparities and incidence of pov-
erty in the CNVR are trends that are continuing.  They 
are regional issues of concern.


