


Recommendations

1. Encourage settlement patterns that efficiently use the
region’s infrastructure and preserve open space and
natural resources.

2. Encourage mixed use developments in regional and
community centers.

3. Encourage cluster development in appropriate areas
where soil and environmental conditions would per-
mit.

4. Encourage affordable housing and social, racial, and
economic diversity.

5. Work to maintain the environment necessary for
farms and the farming industry.

6. Explore land use tools such as the transfer of devel-
opment rights as a means to reduce the rate of land
consumption.

Recognize farmland as an important natural
resource worthy of conserving for farming ac-
tivity as well as its present aesthetic and eco-
nomic benefits to the community.

Agriculture is important in the Central Naugatuck Valley
Region for its aesthetic and economic value. There are
over 11,000 acres of prime and important farmland soil
in agricultural use. Agriculture can help bolster tour-
ism, act as a barrier to development, and provide a local
food source. Also, farms are generally a fiscal surplus for a
community as a commercial land use, depending on the
impact on local schools. However, land in agricultural use
has decreased by 13 percent between 1990 and 2000,
and there is a conflict between agricultural use and subur-
ban development when they become neighbors.

COGCNYV funded an agricultural land research study on
this topic through its coordination with the Pomperaug
River Watershed Coalition, where loss of farmland in the
watershed has a close correlation to the increased demand
for available, clean water and rapid development. The
study found significant public support for farming, both
statewide and in the watershed communities (Bethlehem,

Woodbury, and Southbury).

Recommendations
1. Work with groups involved in preserving agricultural
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soils and farming as a viable land use in the region or
to meet open space targets.

2. Encourage the incorporation of agriculture in local
plans of conservation and development, including in-
ventories of farm businesses and farmland.

3. Help develop specific tax, zoning, and land use strat-
egies to address farm retention and reduce impedi-
ments to farming activities.

Facilitate sustained and coordinated efforts
to renovate contaminated sites.

The re-use of many well-located industrial sites in the re-
y
gion is impeded by environmental contamination from
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prior uses. Such sites need to be viewed as challenges
rather than as obstacles to economic growth in the re-

gion.

Absent the contamination, the majority of these sites have
a superior location relative to highway access, rail access,
and access to public water and sewer facilities. Sustained
and coordinated efforts will be necessary to bring these
sites back to productive use.

Recommendations

1. COGCNYV should serve as a clearinghouse for infor-
mation on state and federal funds available for the
clean-up of contaminated sites.

2. COGCNYV, in its legislative efforts, should lobby an-

nually for bond funds to address local clean-up of

contaminated sites.
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Encourage preservation of cultural resources.

The region contains a variety of historical, archeological,
and other cultural resources that are worthy of preserva-

tion.

Recommendations
1. Encourage efforts to preserve important historical and

cultural resources in the region.
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